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Todd Denman is a recognized master of the uilleann pipes,  the most sophisticated and complex instrument in Irish music.  Todd began the pipes in 1980 and received early recognition when he was awarded National Endowment for the Arts support in 1982 to apprentice and study in Ireland.  After graduating with a film and theater BA degree and four years performing in Europe and Ireland, Todd returned to the US in 1990.  He has performed for the San Francisco Symphony, toured with folklorist and Irish music pioneer Mick Moloney and others, and his own bands and produced several theatrical shows including Celtic Peace and Celtic Soulstice.

Aniar means “from the west” in Irish Gaelic, with historical emigration and transformative associations out of Ireland.  Bringing a new sound to Irish music, with its American influence, Aniar features the searing melodies from acclaimed NEA uilleann piper Todd Denman, with Irish fiddle, soulful B3 organ, rhythm guitar and more.

Todd Denman and Aniar are available for concerts, also with dancers, and also available as a full theatrical production of Celtic Soulstice with original choreography and spoken word. 

“Celtic Soulstice” celebrates the rebirth of Irish music and dance, reborn in America, with all original choreography combining Appalachian clogging, Harlem honky-tonk, Cape Breton, flat foot and Irish step-dancing.  It includes nine dance numbers, scores of tunes, songs in Irish and English and more, presenting a wide array of dance styles and Celtic music and voice.

“What is without equal, is the utterly brilliant juxtaposition of old and new in a way that is seamless and bewitchingly natural. ...until you hear this band, you will never know what the genius of a fortuitous alliance of talented musicians can do.”

— Eric Olson, Iris na bPiobairi

“Todd Denman is a superior piper, having toured with Irish music pioneer Mick Moloney (who’s troupe [also] appeared here previously).  His is an understated mastery of the uilleann pipes...”   

— The State Journal-Register, Springfield, IL

“Todd Denman... is now recognized everywhere as a master of the uilleann pipes and whistle.”

— Irish Music Magazine, Dublin, Ireland

 “...introduces the Hammond B3 organ to a role in traditional music at the hands of Dublin native Eamonn Flynn, adding clever touches of 1960s Motown soul sound.”

— Dirty Linen, Baltimore, MD
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